
New York City-based artist Kenji Kojima will exhibit 
recent egg tempera paintings at the George Billis Gallery,  
511 West 25th Street, Ground Floor, from June 15 -  
July 17, 2004.  An artistʼs reception will be held on Thursday, 
June 17, from 6 - 8 p.m.  Gallery hours are Tuesday - Saturday, 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Kenji Kojimaʼs series of egg tempera paintings entitled “Into 
the Looking Glass” features a schematic cube in stages as 
it disappears into its reflection. The subject was inspired by 
Jean Cocteauʼs Orpheus, based on Greek mythology, in which 
Hades was the world within the looking glass. The myth reso-
nated with the artist, as the looking glass could be applied 
to todayʼs digitized world, moving into virtual reality. Initially 
created as a digital project which is preserved as a clone by 
Rhizome.org at the New Museum of Contemporary Art, the 
artist wanted to explore the materiality of the subject. In high 

contrast to computer graphics, Kojima began to paint the series in the medieval medium of egg tempera.
 
The technique of egg tempera employs egg yolk for the binding material of pigments on a gessoed ground.  
Kojima comments, “The preparations are ceremonial for an egg tempera artist. Meticulous steps prepare 
the artistʼs mind for starting the painting.” Several days are 
required to complete preparations of the painting surface. In 
the images, Kojima creates wonderful textural gestures which 
imply the motion of the cube through the looking glass. The 
surface texture also serves to emphasize the smoothness of 
the white cube.

Kenji Kojima has studied medieval painting techniques at the 
Asahi Culture Center in Tokyo, Japan. He also has extensive 
experience in graphic design and digital arts. 

The George Billis Gallery marks its eighth year in the 
Chelsea Art District.  The Gallery exhibits work by emerg-
ing and established artists. For additional informa-
tion please call 212-645-2621 or email the Gallery at:  
gallery@georgebillis.com or visit the Galleryʼs web site at: 
www.georgebillis.com.
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